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Rubric for Critical Response to Reading
	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4
	Level 5

	Comprehen-sion of Text
	· Has difficulty clearly stating main point of simple reading material
· Confuses main and subordinate points
· Keys from an insignificant element

· Misinterprets main ideas and themes of reading
	· States main point of simple reading material
· Misses subordinate points or gives irrelevant details 
· Comprehension is founded in plot summary
	· Clearly states main point of simple and some complex readings
· Gives some relevant support and subordinate details
· Limited judgements confirm common or obvious views of text
	· Clearly identifies main idea in complex and some sophisticated readings
· Provides clear support for main points and notes minor points

· Sound judgements consider multiple possibilities with some hesitancies
	· Clearly and succinctly identifies main idea in complex and sophisticated readings

· Sees complexity and nuances of sophisticated readings
· Provides clear and succinct interpretations

· Attends to significant themes and questions with some objectivity

	Own Viewpoint and Commentary
	· Own viewpoint is unclear, stereotypical or derivative or given as though from the reading 
· Ideas are simplistic or contradictory
	· Own viewpoint is stated and separated from that in reading material
· Ideas are somewhat clear
· Common themes are used
	· Own viewpoint is clear and supported
· Ideas are logical and on-topic
· Makes a connection from and beyond personal experience
	· Own viewpoint is clear and provided with solid support
· Ideas are well-considered, logical and on-topic 

· Makes multiple connections from and beyond personal experience
	· Offers substantial and varied support or insightful viewpoint 
· Insightful and well-considered ideas or addresses significant themes
· Makes connections with personal experience and ties these also to some abstract principles/ ideas

	Presentation of Viewpoint
	· Focus is confusing.
· Voice is stereotyped or copied 

· Not clear to whom the piece is directed
· Organization is confused and confusing to the reader/listener
	· Focus is present, though may meander.
· Voice is unclear or varies without purpose

· Audience identified only generally as teacher

· Organization wanders with irrelevancies, repetitions and/ or gaps
	· Focus is generally clear and mostly appropriate.
· Some enthusiasm in voice/tone interests the readers.
· Audience is mostly established

· A clear, if formulaic, organizational pattern assists the reader/listener
	· Focus is clear and appropriate.
· Voice and tone contribute to interest and understanding.
· Audience established early and clearly

· A clear organizational pattern is assisted by smooth transitions and effective sequencing of information and opinion
	· Strong focus provides a central organizing idea to response.
· Voice and tone contribute to interest, clarity and understanding.
· Audience established and maintained easily

· Organization is clear and imaginative
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